
X. A mjor TSXB effbrt flrequsntly utilised by the American Intelli- 
gence ccOTRmlty centers an quantitative BHunaretteot of Soviet pgo ^ ega ato 
t hoses end description of props esn&ft techniques. Toward this end a 
stable and accurate — of Soviet broadcasts is essential, and to a 
large extent this is now obtained through the dally lists of oowasntary- 
type arterial broadcast by Soviet transmitters supplied by IBIS bureaus 
and the BBC. tn maintaining a high level of accuracy, FBIS currently 
vires about one query daily to London regarding these lists. These 
queries are confined to iteas m which infbraatian from other sources 
casts doubt; to avoid imposing an excessive checking burden, the several 
items weekly on which experience alone casts suspicion are rarely queried. 
BBC’s contribution to these lists has in the past been largely commend* 
able, but could be Improved along three lines: 


a 

BUI* 


Reporting from Soveit newscasts. Only a few distinct and 
ily Identifiable news items ever" need be reported for listing 


purposes— i.e., Soviet notes, official decrees and two or three 
other stipulated categories. The degree of accuracy and com- 
pleteness In present reporting is such as to seriously reduce 
the value of this Information; when generalisations or arguments 
ut ilising the beaming of these news Items are now formulated, 
inevitably further time-consuming checking In the field Is 
required. About of all queries to London pertain to the 
reporting of news items. 


b. Listing of repeats. Whenever Moscow rebroadcasts a ooomen- 
tary, a notailom to^Eat affect is needed. About one-third of 
all queries are necessitated singly because of failure to report 
rebroadcasts. 


c. Describing comment. A brief description of each commentary 
to reveal snbject matter , aspects discussed and the area con- 
cerned is needed. Lack of this InfOnmtlcm inevitably results 
In IBIS compilers in London requesting amplif ications , end cur- 
rently it is necessary to safes three or four such requests dally. 

2. por propaganda analysis accurate translations are vital; while 
tarn Russian monitors have set standards worthy of ¥BlS emulation, 
other® apparently have not exhibited the ssjhs capability. In spite of 
precautions taken when an especially complex analysis turns on 
a single word or phrase, seemingly innocuous translation lapses sometimes 


Approved For Release 2010/12/13 : Cl A-RDP80-00765A0001 00030027-2 



Approved For Release 2010/12/13 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00030027-2 






bscons painfully evident. To iXIugtretei m Molotov's 3 February Supreme 
Soviet speech e reference to short cowing* 2a Satellite construction was 
Mistranslated sho rt cewlngg in flov ar na en t j the Mistranslation was “uEilised 
as evidence In an in ter pr et ation &e Magy-Babosl dispute, inning 
subsequent edbarrassMsnt to IU8. In Deeaufcer 395* a reference 1a the 
KhiTishehev-Bernal interview to novy tore was translated ear agricultural 
program instead of the politically significant (sad correct) tern new 
course , in June 195* a reference in the Soviet agricultural decision 
■Eo grain crops uas reported in ccmnectioa with the link systea of labor 
organization, a procedure specifically oonflamefl by the cosBsmlst party 
earlier and the key Issue in the fall of A .A. Andreev and the rise of 
Khrushchev to control over agriculture before Stalin's death. Actually 
the reference was to rov crops , and IBIS was required to print a retraction. 

perhaps the present Methods of rechecking laportant pronouneenents 
could be further refined. 

3. frequently it is necessary to cheek one broadcast version of a 
coB M s n tary or important statement against another version in order to 
determine special e s p h a cls or ” tailor ing n for an audience. Since current 
reporting is one pr leery FBXS function, the rather consistent three to 
four day lag in obtaining these cheeks detracts from their value, possibly 
sane eiglamt.lon Is offered by the rather widespread Misconception that 
such variations are not Meaningful* At any rate all such requests are 
screened with exceptional care before being forwarded and prompt ful- 
fillment is essential. 
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